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Cathy Dew
A Graphic Designer and Consultant, CTS
A MCTS Certified
A Based out of Birmingham, Alabama
A 3 years of SharePoint branding experience

A President and Founder of the Birmingham SharePoin
Users Group

A Trainer in SharePoint Designer for New Horizons
Learning Center

A catpaintl on Twitter



CTS, In€€ompany Overview

Technology based Professional Services Firm established in
1993

Offices in Birmingham, AL, Atlanta, GA & Mobile, AL
130+ employees

210+ clients

5+ years of SharePoifit
experience

45 SharePoifitProjects
14 MOSS Certified
Consultants




What Is Branding?
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Branding:

A The act of building a specific image or identity that
people recognize in relation to your company

Website Branding:

A The colors, fonts, logos, and supporting graphics that
make up the general look and feel of a corporate
website.

Branding for SharePoint

A Master Pages, Page Layouts, CSS, Web Parts, XSLT,
Images, etc.
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Delivers your message clearly

Confirms your credibility

Connects your target prospects emotionally
Motivates the buyer

Cements user loyalty



Before Branding



SharePoint branding can affect and incorporate
several areas within SharePoint. It is helpful to hay
a general understanding of all the components
before taking a deep dive into any one element.
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Conten® Knowing the types of content on your site
will help you to plan your taxonomy
Content Types

Lists and LibrarigsThese are the containers for
your content

Web Partsd Think of these as moveable content fo
your site. A good way to present the content to yol
users



Taxonomy
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Taxonomy Structure:
A Used to categorize information
A Essential part of the content management system
Taxonomy View: (used more in branding)
A Less about structure and more about usability
A An Interface to access content in the taxonomy structt



While Branding SharePoint sites, you will likely
Interface with taxonomy structure, but focus on the
taxonomy view.



Each of the following pieces can be a branded pal
of the user interface:

A Page Layouts

A Site and Sub Site Design
A Navigation

A WSS Sites

A Blogs

A WiKis

A Extranets
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Step 1: Evaluate and Plan

A Can you organize the content by logic, or does it neec
to be organized by company structure

Step 2: ldentify Content Types

Step 3: Identify Page Layouts
A Templates for your content
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Step 4: ldentify Site Structure

A Sites/site collections/sub sites allow more flexibility wi
permissions and navigation

Step 5: Map out navigation

A Top navigation, left navigation or tree view; drdpwn
navigation? How many levels?

Step 6: Think of the Future

ADonot Dbox I n your site d
expand.
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Features to Use

Custom Development needs

Content Types created for common content nee
an interface.
A Here is where page layouts & content pages come in.

Audience needs drive page content.



Designing for SharePoint Sites



This is an important fact to remember. At the end
of the day, SharePoint is a web application.

The design needs for SharePoint can seem-never
ending so a plan will help you deal with these
ISsues.



Types of SharePoint Sites
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Page layout and Content Design

A WIll your site have a splash page? A different
homepage? Will your subpages look the same or
different?

Navigation

A OOTB navigation or custom navigation or a
combination of the 27



Fluid vs. Fixed Width

A Not a huge problem for Internet sites, a problem with
Intranet sites using lists and libraries

Rounded Corners and different backgrounds for
Web Parts
A There are workarounds for each of these, but they

Involve more time in making them work and cross
browser compatible
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Text in dynamic navigation

A No images of buttons in navigation if using OOTB
navigation

Font Faces used across the site

A The fonts are all over the place in the 20,000+ lines of CS!
code that controls SharePoint. If you want to change the
font, allocate extra time to make this happen

The EM font size
AShar ePoil nt doesnodt | 1 ke t h



Branding 101



Things are stored in one of 2 locations

A The content database
A The web served 12 Hive

Why does this matter?

A Knowing where images and different things are stored will allow you tc
work more efficiently in MOSS



How does MOSS WorklLayers

SharePoint is like an onion and has many layers.

Each layer is sefontaining, accessible and
editable.

Content (stored in the contert
database)
Functionalit{web parts,
Features)

Content Design Layer

Site Design Layer: site map,
planning, and
architecture of site.
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Central storage of your site design.

A One file that controls the layout and design for
numerous sites and web pages.

MASTER PAGES and THEMES

Templates that control content design.

A Users select a template when creating new content
(publishing sites only).

A The template controls placement of site data.

PAGE LAYOUTS and CONTENT PAGES



Theme Master Page

A Change the CSS propertiesfa A Complete control over the site
the site designd move, hide or add

A Swap out the images for the s elements
Images and is used for change CSS properties
deployment A Can reference new images

A Stored on the web server A Stored on the web server or

Akin to painting a house new colol content database
and changing the picturesonth A Works with content pages to
walls create the rendered site.

Akin to remodeling the whole house
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